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strategic position from the point of view of commerce and power, but
as the relative importance of the Baltic declined and that of the North
Sea rose, the location of the country became of less value.

Its position is also of importance because it constitutes a natural
stepping-stone between western and central Europe and the Scandi-
navian Peninsula. Its importance in this connection has been increased
within recent years by the use of car ferries across the two Belts and
the Sound. Goods can thus go directly from Germany to the peninsula
without break-of-bulk, and passenger cars are transported in the same
manner. It is not surprising, therefore, that the relations of Denmark
and the Scandinavian countries have always been close, although not
always friendly.

The peninsular and island location has permitted the nation to de-
velop and maintain cultural and economic individuality, and to keep
its independence. In spite of the fact that no natural boundaries sepa-
rate it from Germany, and in spite of German attempts at penetration,
it has been able to maintain its political and cultural identity.

The location of Denmark has also had an influence on its climate,
for the surrounding waters have decidedly modified temperature and
rainfall, and have given the country a marine climate.

CLIMATE

Although the climate is marine, it is subject to slightly greater ex-
tremes than are to be found within the British Isles or even along the
southern Norwegian coast. It has an average winter temperature of
about 32 degrees Fahrenheit, and during that season it is open to the
cold winds from eastern Europe. Occasionally the winters are so severe
that ice hampers the traffic through the Sound, although it has not been
completely frozen over since 1836. The summers are warm, as is illus-
trated by an average July temperature of 62 degrees Fahrenheit. Rain-
fall averages about 25 inches a year and is fairly evenly distributed
throughout the seasons. It is slightly heavier on the west and is least
on the east and in the lee of such elevations as exist. Although the rain-
fall is not heavy, there is a great deal of cloudy, foggy weather, the
country receiving on the average about one-fourth of the sunshine
possible.

From the point of view of human welfare this climate is excellent,
and it is not surprising to find an active and energetic population.
From the point of view of agriculture it tends to encourage the raising
of animals. The cool, cloudy summers are better adapted to grasses than